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IT MAY BE German owned, and still
considered the most British of marques,
but when it came to Bentley’s develop-
ment of the new Flying Spur, Chinese
preferences weighed heavily. Greater
China is already Bentley’s second-largest
market and the previous generation
Flying Spur accounted for 55 percent of
global sales - a figure expected to rise to
60 percent with the new model.

Along with dropping “Continental”
from the name, the design has switched
to a car that is more like a limousine. The
Flying Spur has a more sculpted appear-
ance than its predecessor. Of course, the
interior is sumptuous, swathed in leather
and wood, while a choice of 12 coloured
leathers and two veneers is standard.

With many owners likely to be chauf-
feured, there is an emphasis on back-seat
luxury. There are both four- and five-seat
configurations and heated and cooled
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rear seats include a massage function.
In a test drive around Beijing the
twin-turbo Bentley proved to be most
at home on the highway. Despite all
the power on tap from the six-litre,
616-horsepower W12 engine, the car is
easy to tame and the 40:60 rear bias
power distribution gives it good grip.
Testing of development models in
China led to tweaks in the design. The
horn was beefed up to give more pres-
ence, and the suspension was changed
so it can be set for sport or comfort -
although only the most sensitive of pas-
sengers would notice any real difference.
With levels of customisation available,
it’s a pity that the Bentley’s key is little
different to any other member of the
Volkswagen stable. Having said that,
the Flying Spur can’t fail to impress,
no matter whether you are driver,
passenger or just an admirer. Il




